TfiB   CA&OLINGlAtfS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OP   THE   PAPACY
them. Zacharias did not apply to the Emperor for ratification of
his election. But almost immediately after this election he con-
cluded a truce of twenty years with Luitprand, who profited by
the truce to make another attack on the Exarchate in 743. Then, in
spite of everything, the Pope took the Emperor's part, and at the
Exarch's request he persuaded Luitprand, at Ravenna, to sign a
truce with tie Empire.1
However,^ through the intermediary of Boniface the Pope's
relations with Pippin, who was much more favourably inclined to
the Church than his father had been, had become increasingly
intimate. Meanwhile Pippin, being rid of Carloman, was pre-
paring his coup d'etat. Of course, he had only to wish it, and the
thing was done. But he did not want to leave anything to chance,
and knowing that he could count on the favour of Zacharias he
made his celebrated application to the Pope.
In 751 Berchard, Bishop of Wurtzburg, one of the bishops
recently created in Germany, and the Abbot Fulrad, went to Rome
to ask the Pope the famous question: Who should wear the crown—
he who bore the tide of king, or he who actually exercised the
sovereign power? The Pope's reply, which was in favour of Pippin,
signified the end of the Merovingian dynasty.
The poor Merovingian king, who was awaiting his fate, was
despatched to a monastery, and no one troubled further about him.
From this moment the great change of orientation was realized.
The North had definitely prevailed. It was there that the temporal
power resided, since Islam had ruined Southern Gaul, and this
was the only power that could now support the Papacy, since the
Greek Empire had cut it off from the Orient.2
1	HARTMANN, op. dt.t vol. II2, p. 144.
2	schubert, op. cit.t p. 287, has very justly described this reversal in the
following terms: "The home of Western Christendom, the theatre of its
history, was dispkced towards the North; it was represented by the line
Rome-Metz-York. Rome, the mistress, lay no longer at the centre, but
on the periphery. The unitary culture of the Mediterranean countries was
shattered. New peoples were surging forward into the light, and striving
after a new unity. A new age was beginning; the age of transition was over."
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